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JEWS FOR JUDAISM, 2795 Bathurst St., Box 41032, Toronto, ON, Canada  M6B 4J6  Phone (905) 761-0040

www.jewsforjudaism.org

To strengthen Jews against 
the threat of missionaries, JEWS FOR JUDAISM, 

the internationally renowned counter-missionary organization, is offering:

ONE ORDER PER FAMILY

THE JEWISH RESPONSE TO MISSIONARIES
COUNTER-MISSIONARY HANDBOOK

An excellent resource by Rabbi Bentzion Kravitz,
World-famous counter-missionary authority.

(300,000 copies in print, $5 VALUE!)
...$FREE

HOW TO ANSWER A CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY
92-MINUTE AUDIO CASSETTE TAPE

Step-By-Step refutations by Rabbi Michael Skobac,
One of Jewry’s leading counter-missionary experts.

(includes a 16-page study guide, $10 VALUE!)
...$FREE

AND

®

The Toronto branch of Jews for Judaism will present its
flagship program, a free “counter-missionary survival semi-
nar,” over six consecutive weeks, starting Jan. 16, at
Congregation Shaarei Tzedec on Markham Street in down-
town Toronto. The program is designed to point out the rea-
sons why Judaism does not accept Jesus.

This is especially pertinent today, as many use the Internet
to find Jewish answers, says Ciss, and it is almost impossible
to search for a Jewish topic without getting a number of
responses from Christian groups.

“Ultimately, you’re going to get ‘Hebrew Christian’ groups
that will come up in some kind of search. These are spiritual
predators. A lot of these groups have fluency in Hebrew and
Judaism,” says Ciss. Continuing to respond to these threats,
Jews for Judaism is revamping their Internet home in 2008,
www.jewsforjudaism.org.

What he is most proud of over 18 years is hearing how mis-
sionaries complain how difficult it is to get their message out,
due to Jews for Judaism’s activity. “It’s because of the educa-
tion we’ve been inculcating in our community,” say Ciss.

“The preventative work we do make us the pre-eminent
group that works to stop the message of Christian missionar-
ies and the misinformation that they are disseminating.”
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Every year, Jews for Judaism’s highly acclaimed counter-missionary activities attract extensive media attention. This issue of Lifeline includes some of
the dozens of newspaper articles that highlight the danger of the missionary threat to the Jewish community and for Jews for Judaism’s response.

www.jewsforjudaism.org

KEEPING JEWS JEWISH

2795 Bathurst Street • Box 41032 • Toronto • Ontario • Canada • M6B 4J6 • (905) 761-0040
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Julius Ciss is an old friend. I met him
close to 20 years ago. From the outset, this
jovial Jew made me laugh. Julius is a child
of Holocaust survivors, so having an abun-
dance of joy in his heart, being such a cheer-
ful man, is very special.

Julius is also a very tall
person, somewhat of an
anomaly among his Jewish
contemporaries. He stands
above a crowd and can be
heard at the other end of a
room with his booming
voice.

The thing I admire mostly about Julius,
however, more than his drive and ability to
light up a room, is his courage. Julius is
indeed a brave man.

More than 30 years ago, he made a
choice, one that was painful to those he
loved, but he made it anyway, with the
belief that he be true to himself.

For five years Julius was a member of a
“Hebrew-Christian” community and
adhered to their basic dogma, including a
belief in Jesus as the messiah.

On the face of it, many people would be
critical of his decision, because of our mis-
trust of Christianity and the tools used by

Hebrew-Christians to con-
vert Jews to their ways.
But I am speaking of
Julius’s ability to make
major changes in his life.
He did so then, and he con-
tinues to do so today.

Julius is a decisive
human being.

Ultimately, Julius left that lifestyle,
according to the website of Jews for
Judaism, because “he discovered the
numerous inconsistencies in Christian
belief.”

Soon afterward, he did what few others
have done. Angered by the devious conver-
sion methods of Jews for Jesus and similar
missionary organizations, Julius launched
the Toronto branch of Jews for Judaism.

This move was not a simple one, as
Julius was considered to be one of the finest

illustrators in Canada, and his shift in career
priorities definitely limited his ability to
enhance his career as a commercial artist
and a highly respected teacher at the
Ontario College of Art and Design. But he
made the move, and he did so with great
enthusiasm.

For more than 18 years, Julius has
painstakingly built the organization with
the help of colleagues and volunteers. He
speaks regularly in Canada, the United
States and Israel, and he has produced
counter-missionary literature and tapes and
been engaged in one-on-one counselling
with Hebrew Christians in an attempt to
bring them back into the fold. If you were to
schmooze with Julius, you would discover
that he has saved many a soul over the years
and has played a key role as a Jewish leader.

Julius is a good person. Throughout the
years, he has faced many difficult chal-
lenges including the death of his mother
and a brother. They were hard times, to say
the least, but Julius seemed to manage life’s

hardships and challenges with grace and
strength. I recall watching him and thinking
what an inspiration he was, somebody I
hope I can emulate when my time comes to
deal with the difficulties of life.

Julius is a dedicated husband. His wife,
Claire is equally committed to strengthen-
ing of the Jewish community. He is a father
to Miriam, a very bright, inquisitive and
lovely girl. He also introduced me to my
dear friend and media partner, Marty Galin.

Life is complex and requires us to be
valiant and decisive on a daily basis. This
is not simple, but Julius often makes it
seem so.

As the founding director of Jews for
Judaism, a world class illustrator, a loyal
and loving father and husband, and a very
good friend, and as a hilarious human
being, Julius does indeed remind us that
decent men are in our midst – people who
pursue life with a vengeance and a desire to
make our world shine. Julius is a decisive
Jew and a very good man.

Comment on my blog avrumrosensweig
ideas.blogspot.com.

Julius Ciss: a decisive JewBy AVRUM ROSENSWEIG
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JEWS FOR JUDAISM LIFELINE is a free publica-
tion of JEWS FOR JUDAISM (Canada). JEWS FOR
JUDAISM is the only international educational,

outreach and counselling organization exclusively
dedicated to counteracting the efforts of evangelical
Christian missionary and cult groups that
specifically target Jews for conversion.

JEWS FOR JUDAISM's two primary goals are to
strengthen Jewish pride and identity and to win back
those Jews who have been influenced by Christian
missionaries.

JEWS FOR JUDAISM  works to achieve these
goals and promote Jewish continuity through the
following highly acclaimed programs and activities:

•24-HOUR HOTLINE • LECTURES & CLASSES
•CAMPUS PROGRAMS • AUDIO & VIDEOTAPES 
•AD CAMPAIGNS • EXIT COUNSELLING 
•RUSSIAN OUTREACH • SPEAKERS' BUREAU 
•BOOKS & LITERATURE • TV & RADIO PROGRAMS
•OUTREACH • CRISIS COUNSELLING
•LIBRARY & ARCHIVES • ACTIVISM
•COMMUNITY LIAISON • VOLUNTEERISM
•INTERNET WEBSITE • SHABBAT HOSPITALITY
•REFERRALS •COUNTER LEAFLETTING
•MONITORING • INFORMATION REQUESTS

To date, over 300,000 Jews worldwide have
participated in JEWS FOR JUDAISM'S successful
educational programs and counselling services.

One of JEWS FOR JUDAISM'S most outstand-
ing accomplishments has been the uniting of the
entire Jewish community in a common cause.
JEWS FOR JUDAISM has earned endorsements
from a wide spectrum of Jewish agencies, rabbis
and educators. 

Published by the Canadian office of:
JEWS FOR JUDAISM

2795 Bathurst St., P.O. Box 41032
Toronto ON  Canada  M6B 4J6

Phone: (905) 761-0040  •  Fax: (905) 761-0070

Website: www.jewsforjudaism.org
© 2007 Jews for Judaism

Publications Mail Agreement Number 1806041

Executive Director:
Julius Ciss

E-mail: julius@jewsforjudaism.org
Education Director:

Rabbi Michael Skobac
E-mail: rabbiskobac@jewsforjudaism.org

Board of Directors:
Herb Green • Michael J. Halbert • David Woolf

Editor:
Linda Shapiro

JEWS FOR JUDAISM Branches:
Toronto (905) 761-0040 Baltimore (410) 602-0276
Los Angeles (310) 556-3344 Jerusalem (052) 616-3363

Johannesburg 2711-440-1033

®

KEEPING JEWS JEWISH

On ‘Defining’ the Jews
LISA MILLER MADE SOME EXCELLENT points in
“On ‘Perfecting’ the Jews” (PERISCOPE, Nov.5) in
responding to pundit Ann Coulter. However, it is an
oversimplification to say that the difference between
Judaism and Christianity is whether Jesus is the
Messiah. Judaism’s uncompromising view of monothe-
ism and belief in mankind’s ability to serve and return
directly to God is what defines our unique spiritual
identity and makes us Jews not Christians.

RABBI BENTZION KRAVITZ, Founder
Jews for Judaism International

LOS ANGELES, CALIF.
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A NEW MISSION
A MINISTER’S JOURNEY TO TORAH JUDAISM

The robust man has a curious combina-
tion of youthfulness and and experience in
his face. He sports a Vandyke and a yar-
mulke and wields literacy in dikduk and
Tanach like a master swordsman. Behind
ice-blue eyes lurk worlds of wisdom. This is
Gavriel Aryeh Sanders. a Jew who knows a
thing or two about Christian missionaries.
He might even look like one – a missionary,
that is. After all, he was one.

Today, this bracing intellect, when not
exhorting his spiritual kim to get really
excited about being Jewish in his frequent

local and national lectures, can be found
behind his desk at ArtScroll/Mesorah
Publications, where he markets that pub-
lisher’s books. It’s now been several years
since the former evangelical minister con-
verted al pi halachah to Torah Judaism,
and over two decades since he aban-
doned the church.

But the path of return home taken by a
neshamah named Gavriel Aryeh ben
Avraham began in the land where it all
began: the Holy Land. 
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✡
This edition of Lifeline is dedicated

to the blessed memory of
Albert Mendelson,z”l
Eliyahu ben Meir Ber 
k"z rgc rhtn ic uvhkt

Who passed away on
Cheshvan 9, 5768
j"xa, iuaj 'y

His deep love and commitment
to Judaism and Israel

was the guiding force of his life.

July 6, 1921 – Oct. 21, 2007
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This week, and every week, make your Jewish practice stronger and more meaningful
✓ Learn Torah – and more about Judaism
✓ Light Shabbat Candles – and bless your children 
✓ Have a Shabbat meal – with family and friends

✓ Give Tzedaka (Charity) – help those in need
✓ Do Tikun Olam – find a way to make the world a better place
✓ Pray to the One G-d of All Humanity – and connect with a synagogue

For every step you take – invite somebody to join you.

✓
Hebrew-Christian missionary groups, like Jews for Jesus, are working to convert Jews.

In response, JEWS FOR JUDAISM is asking you to:

Say “Yes” to Judaism

Survival

Seminar

Survival

Seminar

Survival

Seminar

The Jews for Judaism

counter-Missionary

Instructor: Rabbi Michael Skobac
Studying the bible, history, psychology and 

comparative religion, you will gain an 
understanding of today's missionary 

movements and the knowledge 
to respond confidently 

to the challenges 
they pose.

For 6 consecutive
weeks beginning

Wed.  May. 14
8:00 pm

Markham St. Shul
397 Markham St.

(South of Harbord)
FREE Admission
To register, call:
 (905) 761-0040
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